COAL FATALITY
BLACK DIAMOND, WASHINGTON
PACIFIC COAST COAL COMPANY
LAWSON MINE
NOVEMBER 6, 1910

LAWSON EXPLOSION

On Sunclay morning, Nov. 0th, at 6:40 a.m., an explosion occurred at the Pacific Cloast
Coal Company's Lawson Mine, Black Diamond, completely wrecking the mine and killing sixteen
men. At the time of the explosion the man-car, containing eleven men, was Leing lowered down the
main slope and five men who had heen worlei_ng on the m'ght shift were supposed to be on trip coming
up from the sixth level or bottom of the s]ope.

The force of the explosion first spent itself t}.u'ough the main slope, caving it and wrecking the
top Wotlzs, thence through the retum airway, which it also caved. The fan was not &amagecl, but was
stoppecl for an four and for’cy—ﬁve minutes while the airway was j:veing repa;ired. An exploring party
was sent in through the old water level. T}ley found the slope caved and could not get into the south
airway until the cave was cleaned up, which took until Monday noon. At the same time another crew
was started down the south airway. This crew succeeded in getting to the first level Monday morning
and Legan worlzing on the cave, toward the water level, from that side. From the water level, where
a third party joined them, flley P}:oceec}ecl to a point miclway between the first and second levels, where
t}ley found the airway blocked with timbers. This t}ley cleared up and reached the second level
Monday afternoon. At 6:15 Monday evening a fourth party relieved them. This party was
accompanied by J. J. Corey, assistant engineer of the mine rescue station, who had come from Seattle
bringing four Draeger oxygen apparatus. They succeeded in woxleing their way to the third level,
w]:lel‘e they ﬁ:!u.nd. t]ae S]opes Moclzed by caves an.d could .ma]ie no further progress. On Tuesday, Nov.
8th, another party made a final effort to get laeyoncl the third level, but failed. T}xey then examined
all ¢ stoppings and found those between main and auxl]_mry slope blown out. The gangway stoppings
on each level north and south of slope were found intact and the p}aceb were clear of gases. They
found no indication that the exploqmn ongmatecl in any of these levels.

All parties agreecl that it was i.rnpossil)le to go any further than the third level, so further
attempts to reach the sixth level were abandoned.

Steps were then taken to locate the bodies on the upper end of main slope. Cross-cuts were
started between air course and slope, one 181 feet above the first level and another 281 feet from top
of main slope. The upper crogs-cut was driven to strike the point on the main slope where the
indicator showed the man-car should l)e, the lower one to strike a peint a little lower in case the
bodies had rolled from the car, The upper cross-cut came t}).rough just opposite where car had stoppecl
and the hodies of the eleven men were Ijrought to the surface. The bodies of the five other men were
not recovered,

As it was impossib]e to reach the hottom of the s]ope to investidate, the cause of the accident
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watched very closely for that reason. Many plausible theories were advanced. One was that a fire
broke out, igniting a small bo&y of gas, this in turn igniting coal dust, causing a dust explosion.
Another, that the overlying strata caved and caused concussion enough of itself to wreck the mine
or that a cave forced out a large ]aody of gas, the concussion or compression clamaging one of the
miner’s safety [amps, and gas }Jeillg ignitecl in this manner.

On Nov. 20th a coroner's jury inquest was held and from evidence given there it was found
the Jo})n Zan, the night shift fire boss, was the last man to inspect the worlzing places on the morning
of the accident.

Copy of the fire boss’ report follows:

LAWSON MINE, NOV. 0TH

I lzemliy cerﬁfy that I have examined this mine ])ef;;vre the commencement oj[ work this morning.
I ﬁm{ it free of gas and faﬂs and every p}ace " gooa’ wor]éing order except as herein enumerated and I have
postec! a copy of this report on bulletin hoard near mouth of s/ope. Places where gas was ]l;)um:{, 38 1/2
breast. All other p/aces clear 6 a.m. , Oth level south all clear 6 a.m.; 1 st, 2nd and 3d level all clear.
Signedz JACK ZAN.

Zan was questionecl very closely regaxding the condition of the worleing places he had
examined, in regar& to indications of fire or heat. He said that he had examined all places very
carefuﬂy but found no evidence of fire or heat. He said he had full aut}lority to remove the men from
mine was well as to prevent men from entering mine in case he should find any indication of clanger.
He stated that afternoon . . . in his juclgment it was a]:salutely safe. The state mine inspector was
ill in the Cle Blum hospi’cal at the time of the accident.

The coroner’s jury, after hearing the evidence, rendered the £ouowing verdict:

We, the una'ersignec! jury, f;mf that Dave Lunden and ﬁﬁeen others came to their death in Lawson
mine Ziy exp/osrbn, cause unknown, accorc]ing to the evidence &zfm'e the jury.

Foreman, PETHR BOOSHE,
D. D. JONES,
THOS. R. FLEMMING,
7. E. AINARDI,
F. BENDITH,
JOHN BARCLAY.
Jurors

J. C. Snyder, M. D. County Coroner.

LIST OF MEN KILLED IN LAWSON MINE DISASTER NOVEMBER 6, 1910.

NAME OCCUPAT |AGE | NATION {MAR (W |C |FAMIL |BODY
ION ALITY RIED Y@ RECD..

Julius Timberman | 30 Belgian Y 1T |1 | Lawson N
Persyn




Fred Setti “ Helper 20 Ttalian Y Black N
Diamond

Cezar Bael | Track cleaner Belgian Y Lawson | N

Joe Timber pkr | 30 Polish Y Old Y

Kronenturg Country

Mactili “ 33 Ttalian Y Black Y

Fanstina Diamond

C. Biagi “ 28 “ Y Ol Y
Coml’cry

Ju]lus “ 30 “ Y “ Y

Capplati

Frank “ 24 “ N Y

Garclini

Isadore “ 22 “ N Y

Garclini

Dom. “ 24 “ N Y

Gregois

Albert * 23 “ N Y

Fontana

Frank “ 23 * N Y

Vergan

Mat Galone | “ 19 Austrian N

Dave Fire Boss 31 Finn N

Lunden

Oscar Bael | Track Belgian N N

Cleaner
Girth Maes Boiler man 33 “ N N

RECAPITULATION.--Sixteen men killed; eleven bodies recovered; five bodies still in mine.
Seven married men; four widows and six children at Black Diamond and Lawson, three widows and
at least one child supposed to be in their native country. Italian 9, Belgians 4, Finn 1, Pole 1,
Austrian 1, Adults 13, minor 1, unknown 2.
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